
2020
2121

https://sdg.medeniyet.edu.tr

SDG PROGRESS REPORT
on SDG-16 PEACE, JUSTICE and STRONG

INSTITUTIONS



SDG PROGRESS REPORT
ISTANBUL MEDENIYET

UNIVERSITY

 
Istanbul Medeniyet University

Sustainability Office
 

Kuzey Kampüs BİLTAM No: 508, Unalan Mah. Unalan Sok. D-100
Karayolu Yanyol 34700 Usküdar/Istanbul/TURKEY

 
          https://sdg.medeniyet.edu.tr
          @sürdürülebilir_imu

Published
November, 2022

 
Coordinated by
Prof.Dr. Yaşar BÜLBÜL
Written by
Res.Asst. Ayça ÇELİKBİLEK
Lecturer Zehra SAVAN
Res.Asst. Furkan ERUÇAR
Proofread by
Lecturer Zehra SAVAN
Designed by
Res.Asst. Ayça ÇELİKBİLEK 

SDG Icons
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/news/communications-material/
Sustainable Development Report Maps
https://dashboards.sdgindex.org/profiles/turkey
SDG Statics
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
https://www1.undp.org/content/seoul_policy_center/en/home/sustainable-
development-goals.html



80%

Without peace, stability, human rights and effective governance, based on the rule of law -
we cannot hope for sustainable development. We are living in a world that is increasingly
divided. Some regions enjoy sustained levels of peace, security and prosperity, while others
fall into seemingly endless cycles of conflict and violence. This is by no means inevitable
and must be addressed.
High levels of armed violence and insecurity have a destructive impact on a country’s 

development, affecting economic growth and often resulting in long standing grievances that can last for
generations. Sexual violence, crime, exploitation and torture are also prevalent where there is conflict or no
rule of law, and countries must take measures to protect those who are most at risk.
The SDGs aim to significantly reduce all forms of violence, and work with governments and communities to
find lasting solutions to conflict and insecurity. Strengthening the rule of law and promoting human rights is
key to this process, as is reducing the flow of illicit arms and strengthening the participation of developing
countries in the institutions of global governance.
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Students’ Union

IMU has an independent student council. The
aims of IMU Students’ Council are to ensure that
the students registered in our university
contribute to the development of the university;
to convey the students’ views and suggestions to
the necessary units on meeting and developing
their education, health, sports and cultural needs
and to be a solution partner in these matters; to
ensure that the students participate in the
management in education issues; and to ensure
that students are sensitive to national interests
and are represented at non-university institutions
when necessary. The Council consists of the
student representatives elected by the student
community. Student representative elections are
held in November every year. 

Identifying and Engagement with Local
Stakeholders

Istanbul   Medeniyet   University    has
written  policies   and  procedures  to
engage with  its  internal  and  exter-
nal  stakeholders.  Our  stakeholder
groups have been clearly defined in
our Institutional Strategic Plan for
2020-2024. We plan our services  and
activities   by   identifying  the  expecta-
tions of our  internal  and external   stake-
holders    through    stakeholder    satisfaction
surveys and meetings, brainstorming, satisfaction
surveys for the staff and students, and our
system for submitting suggestions and expressing
satisfaction. We inform our external stakeholders
about the University’s activities and applications
through the “Announcements” menu on our
website. And we send our external stakeholder
surveys online to receive the opinions and
expectations of our large groups of external
stakeholders in order to better analyze the
University’s current standing and projections for
the future. IMU’s procedures for managing
stakeholder engagement are clearly explained in
our Internal Evaluation Report published
annually. 

IMU’s local stakeholders include regional
directorates of central government agencies, the
Governorship of Istanbul, local schools and
universities, local government agencies, local
industrial firms, trade union and civil government
representatives, and local residents among
others. Our stakeholders are regularly invited to
have meetings with our governing bodies to
participate in our decision making processes.
For instance, our university management held a
meeting with authorized education union
representatives on April 22, 2021. Among the
decisions taken at the meeting were evaluating
the subject of Promotion and Change of Title
Exam with the relevant units of the University;
providing in-service training in the areas needed
by our staff members after the pandemic; and
discussing with the University Senior Manage-
ment the issue of putting into practice the system
for the timely payment of the additional course
progress  payments of  the  academic  staff teach-
           ing at the Graduate Education Institute.

                   University        Principles        on
                     Corruption and Bribery

                         As    a   public   institution,     IMU   is
                        completely   against  corruption  and
                       bribery and  complies  with  the  Law
                    No 3628  on Declaration  of Property
                and   Fight   against  Bribery  and   Anti
          corruption, which lays down rules for
fighting with bribe and corruption, regulates the
declaration of property by civil servants, renewal
of declarations, supervision of acquisition of
property, provisions applicable in case of unjust
acquisition of property and false declaration, and
follow up and trial procedure for public officials
and accomplices due to crimes specified in this
law. As civil servants, all our staff members are
obligated to comply with the provisions of the
above law and the Regulation on the
Declaration of Property and are to declare any
property they have acquired at the start of their
public service and renew their declarations when-
ever they acquire a new valuable property. The
declarations are made to our Personnel Depart-
ment using  the relevant form on the web page.

https://ogrenciisleri.medeniyet.edu.tr/documents/ogrenciisleri/I%CC%87MU%CC%88%20O%CC%88g%CC%86renci%20Konseyi%20Yo%CC%88nergesi(1).pdf
https://strateji.medeniyet.edu.tr/documents/strateji/dosya/2020-2024%20Stratejik%20Plan/2020-2024-stratjik-plani-06_09_2021.pdf
https://strateji.medeniyet.edu.tr/documents/strateji/dosya/2020-2024%20Stratejik%20Plan/2020-2024-stratjik-plani-06_09_2021.pdf
https://strateji.medeniyet.edu.tr/documents/strateji/dosya/2020-2024%20Stratejik%20Plan/2020-2024-stratjik-plani-06_09_2021.pdf
https://strateji.medeniyet.edu.tr/documents/strateji/dosya/2020-2024%20Stratejik%20Plan/2020-2024-stratjik-plani-06_09_2021.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf2h0y92D9Rn-dAnVC8tOQN-AgLmy2DBtATRbW9VDAkFbNC5A/viewform
https://kalitekomisyonu.medeniyet.edu.tr/tr/raporlar
https://medeniyet.edu.tr/tr/haberler/universitemiz-yonetimi-yetkili-sendika-temsilcileri-ile-bir-araya-geldi
https://leap.unep.org/countries/tr/national-legislation/law-no-3628-declaration-property-and-fight-against-bribery-and
https://leap.unep.org/countries/tr/national-legislation/law-no-3628-declaration-property-and-fight-against-bribery-and
https://leap.unep.org/countries/tr/national-legislation/law-no-3628-declaration-property-and-fight-against-bribery-and
https://leap.unep.org/countries/tr/national-legislation/law-no-3628-declaration-property-and-fight-against-bribery-and
https://leap.unep.org/countries/tr/national-legislation/law-no-3628-declaration-property-and-fight-against-bribery-and
https://leap.unep.org/countries/tr/national-legislation/law-no-3628-declaration-property-and-fight-against-bribery-and
https://leap.unep.org/countries/tr/national-legislation/law-no-3628-declaration-property-and-fight-against-bribery-and
https://leap.unep.org/countries/tr/national-legislation/law-no-3628-declaration-property-and-fight-against-bribery-and
https://leap.unep.org/countries/tr/national-legislation/law-no-3628-declaration-property-and-fight-against-bribery-and
https://leap.unep.org/countries/tr/national-legislation/law-no-3628-declaration-property-and-fight-against-bribery-and
https://leap.unep.org/countries/tr/national-legislation/law-no-3628-declaration-property-and-fight-against-bribery-and
https://leap.unep.org/countries/tr/national-legislation/law-no-3628-declaration-property-and-fight-against-bribery-and
https://leap.unep.org/countries/tr/national-legislation/law-no-3628-declaration-property-and-fight-against-bribery-and
https://leap.unep.org/countries/tr/national-legislation/law-no-3628-declaration-property-and-fight-against-bribery-and
https://leap.unep.org/countries/tr/national-legislation/law-no-3628-declaration-property-and-fight-against-bribery-and
https://leap.unep.org/countries/tr/national-legislation/law-no-3628-declaration-property-and-fight-against-bribery-and
https://leap.unep.org/countries/tr/national-legislation/law-no-3628-declaration-property-and-fight-against-bribery-and
https://leap.unep.org/countries/tr/national-legislation/law-no-3628-declaration-property-and-fight-against-bribery-and
https://www.mevzuat.gov.tr/mevzuat?MevzuatNo=90748&MevzuatTur=3&MevzuatTertip=5
https://personel.medeniyet.edu.tr/tr/dokumanlar/formlar
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Academic Freedom Policy

In Article 27 of the Constitution of the Republic of
Turkey, it is stated that everyone has the right to
study and teach, express, and disseminate
science and the arts, and to carry out research in
these fields freely. Istanbul Medeniyet University
supports this freedom in all aspects. 

In addition, Turkey is a party to the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.
According to Article 15 of this Covenant, The
States Parties to the present Covenant recognize
the right of everyone: to take part in cultural life;
to enjoy the benefits of scientific progress and its
applications and to benefit from the protection of
the moral and material interests resulting from
any scientific, literary or artistic production of
which he/she is the author. Our university also
supports this Covenant.

Publishing Financial Data

The        University’s       Institutional
Financial Status and Expectations
Report, which is annually published
by     IMU    Strategy    Development
Department,contains the realization
data on  the  University’s  budget  for
the   first  six  months  of  the  relevant
year  and  the  expectations  and  predic-
tions for the  second  half  of  the  year.  The
report also contains the data on the University’s
financing and budget revenues and expenditures
for the two periods, as well as detailed
information about its major investment projects. 

IMU
IMU

LEADERSHIPLEADERSHIP

            UNESCO Türkiye Web Page- National Commission

Istanbul Medeniyet University collaborates with
numerous public institutions, research
institutions, universities, local schools,and NGOs
toward numerous goals that would help us
achieve the objective of making cities and human
settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and
sustainable; making our university more
sustainable with our practices and support arts
and heritage both in and out of our campus
areas.

Providing Expert Advice to Government 

Many of our faculty members contribute to
decision- and policy-making at local, national, and
international levels by providing expert advice to
government agencies and organizations through
policy guidance and membership or
chairmanship of various boards, commissions,
and committees. Listed below are only a small
part of our faculty members’ contributions. 

                  Two  of  our  professors,  Prof.Dr. Kadir
                     PEKTAŞ  from  IMU Department of Art
                       History  and   Prof.Dr.Ahmet KAVAS
                         from        IMU        Department       of
                         International          Relations         are
                         members    of     UNESCO     Turkey
                        National Commission. 

Prof.Dr. Kadir PEKTAŞ is also a member of the
Istanbul Cultural and Natural Heritage
Conservation Board No 1, member of the
Superior Council for the Conservation of
Cultural Property, Director of Archaeological
Fieldwork for Beçin Castle, and member of the
Scientific Commissions for Akköprü and Ilısu
Dams. 

IMU Fİnancial Status and Expectations Report-                    

Budget Expenses of January - June 2021                               

https://www.anayasa.gov.tr/media/7258/anayasa_eng.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-economic-social-and-cultural-rights
https://strateji.medeniyet.edu.tr/documents/strateji/dosya/yat%C4%B1r%C4%B1m%20raporlar%C4%B1/2021-yili-kurumsal-mali-durum-ve-beklentiler-raporu.pdf
https://strateji.medeniyet.edu.tr/documents/strateji/dosya/yat%C4%B1r%C4%B1m%20raporlar%C4%B1/2021-yili-kurumsal-mali-durum-ve-beklentiler-raporu.pdf
https://strateji.medeniyet.edu.tr/documents/strateji/dosya/yat%C4%B1r%C4%B1m%20raporlar%C4%B1/2021-yili-kurumsal-mali-durum-ve-beklentiler-raporu.pdf
https://www.unesco.org.tr/Home/Page/419?slug=Prof.-Dr.-Kadir-PEKTA%C5%9E
https://www.unesco.org.tr/Home/Page/419?slug=Prof.-Dr.-Kadir-PEKTA%C5%9E
https://www.unesco.org.tr/Home/Page/599?slug=Prof.-Dr.-Ahmet-KAVAS
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ISCOS Web Page - Prevention Committee                          

Prof.Dr. Erkan ŞAHİNKAYA, a faculty member of
IMU Bioengineering Department, was appointed
by Dr. Bekir PAKDEMİRLİ, the Minister of
Agriculture and Forestry of the Republic of
Turkey, as a permanent member of the “Water
Efficiency” group of the 1st Water Council. As
part of his duties in the Water Council, our faculty
member has carried out studies aiming to identify
the Ministry’s short-term, medium-term, and
long-term water strategies and light the way for
the future in accordance with the Agricultural
Council Regulation. 

Prof.Dr. Belgin ERHAN, a faculty member of IMU
Department of Physical Medicine and
Rehabilitation, serves as the chair of the
International Spinal Cord Society (ISCoS)
Prevention Committee. 

Prof.Dr. Işıl MARAL of IMU Faculty of Medicine has
been actively serving in the “COVID-19 Pandemic
Coordination Committee” established under
Istanbul Provincial Directorate of Health and in
the Pandemic Committee of the Governorship of
Istanbul since March 2020. She is also a member
of the National Immunization Scientific
Advisory Board, the Post-Vaccination Adverse
Effects Commission, and the Measles
Verification Commission of the Ministry of
Health of Turkey.

Prof.Dr. Hamza ATEŞ of IMU Department of
Political Science and Public Administration is
currently serving as a member of the Civil
Society Advisory Council of the Ministry of
Interior.
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           European Milk Bank Association Web Page - About 

                                Turkish Historical Society Web Page - 

Scientific Board Members 

                          KADEM Web Page- President of KADEM

Prof.Dr. Sertaç ARSLANOĞLU of IMU Faculty of
Medicine is serving as the Vice President of
European Milk Bank Association (EMBA) and
Scientific Director for the Italian Association of
Milk Banks (AIBLUD). She also serves as an
advisor for the Neonatology Commission for
Curriculum Development and Standard
Assignment System of the Medical Specialty
Training Board (TUKMOS) and for the World
Association of Perinatal Medicine Working Group
on Nutrition. 

                      Our  faculty  member   Prof.Dr. İhsan
                   FAZLIOĞLU of IMU Philosophy Depart-
              ment     was     elected      as permanent
members     of    the   Scientific Board    of    the
Turkish     Historical Society in 2021. 

Our faculty member Prof.Dr. Saliha OKUR
GÜMRÜKÇÜOĞLU of IMU Law Faculty serves as
the president of the Women and Democracy
Association (KADEM), which is a non-
governmental and non-profit organization
working for the empowerment of women in
Turkey and around the world.  

https://medeniyet.edu.tr/tr/haberler/muhendislik-ve-doga-bilimleri-fakultesi-hocalarimizdan-prof-dr-erkan-sahinkayanin-basarisi
https://www.iscos.org.uk/prevention-committee
https://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/haber/covid-19-salgini-istanbulda-bu-merkezden-yonetiliyor-1735773
https://sbky.medeniyet.edu.tr/tr/haberler/prof-dr-hamza-ates-sivil-toplum-istisare-kurulu-uyeligine-secildi
https://europeanmilkbanking.com/new-emba-officers-and-the-board-of-directors/
https://europeanmilkbanking.com/country/turkey/
https://www.ttk.gov.tr/bilim-kurulu-uyeleri/
https://www.ttk.gov.tr/bilim-kurulu-uyeleri/
https://www.ttk.gov.tr/bilim-kurulu-uyeleri/
https://www.ttk.gov.tr/bilim-kurulu-uyeleri/
https://www.ttk.gov.tr/bilim-kurulu-uyeleri/
https://www.ttk.gov.tr/bilim-kurulu-uyeleri/
https://www.ttk.gov.tr/bilim-kurulu-uyeleri/
https://www.ttk.gov.tr/bilim-kurulu-uyeleri/
https://www.ttk.gov.tr/bilim-kurulu-uyeleri/
https://www.ttk.gov.tr/bilim-kurulu-uyeleri/
https://www.ttk.gov.tr/bilim-kurulu-uyeleri/
https://www.ttk.gov.tr/bilim-kurulu-uyeleri/
https://www.ttk.gov.tr/bilim-kurulu-uyeleri/
https://www.ttk.gov.tr/bilim-kurulu-uyeleri/
https://www.ttk.gov.tr/bilim-kurulu-uyeleri/
https://kadem.org.tr/en/president/
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A collaboration protocol on fighting against
cyberbullying was signed between İstanbul
Medeniyet University and Güngören District
Governorship, Güngören District National
Education Directorate within the scope of the
TUBITAK 2209-A project titled “The Effect of
Cyberbullying Awareness Program on Secondary
School Students’ Cyberbullying Awareness”, which
will be carried out by our nursing students Zehra
ERGÜL and İlknur EKICI, under the supervision of
Lect.Dr. Özlem AKARSU from the Faculty of Health
Sciences. Rector Prof.Dr. Gülfettin ÇELIK,
Güngören District Governor Zeyit ŞENER, and
Güngören District National Education Director
Ferhat ÖZTÜRK signed the protocol at the
ceremony held on June 25, 2021 at the Rectorate
of İstanbul Medeniyet University. The project was
designed to raise awareness about cyberbullying,
which can cause serious physical and
psychological harm to children; to determine
students’  awareness  levels  about  cyber  crimes,
             their  negative  experiences  and behaviors
                  in   the   online   environment;    and   to
                      organize   a  cyberbullying  awareness
                        training  program consisting of eight
                         sessions    for    students   to     raise
                         awareness     and    bring    behavior
                         change.  It also aims to increase the
                        knowledge      and     awareness     of
                      students about  cyberbullying,   cyber
                   victimization, cyberbullying  awareness,
              types  of  cyberbullying,  feelings  of  cyber
      victim,     what    to    do     when    faced     with
cyberbullying, legal crimes of cyberbullying, safe
internet use, peer support in cyberbullying,
prevention of cyberbullying and cyber-
victimization; and to prevent child abuse and
torture by organizing a panel on cyberbullying
and solution suggestions for teachers and
parents.

Policy and Lawmakers Outreach and
Education

Havran Municipality and IMU signed a
collaboration protocol for ensuring that the
municipality staff processes and transfers
personal data in accordance with the Law on the
Protection of Personal Data, raising awareness
about the confidentiality of personal information
and related security measures. 

Sultanbeyli Municipality and IMU signed a
collaboration protocol in education, application,
and research aiming to use our university’s
academic expertise to enhance the municipality’s
service quality. 

Üsküdar Provincial Directorate of National
Education and IMU signed a protocol for
collaboration in education concerning improving
the   quality   of   education   services     in   the
educational    institutions    run     by     the
Directorate,    developing  programs  to
enhance     student     success,      and
conducting    services    to    increase
teachers’ competencies.

Ümraniye          Type-T          Closed
Penitentiary Institution run by the
Ministry of Justice General Directorate
of    Prisons    and    Detention     Houses
signed a  collaboration  protocol  with  IMU
concerning the performance of various  activities
including vocational training courses, health
screening tests for the convicts in the institution,
and organizing educational, social, cultural, and
sports activities aiming to increase the motivation
and productivity among the institution’s staff and
to ensure that the convicts can make the best use
of their time in the institution by acquiring the
knowledge and skills required for their social
rehabilitation.  

  Collaboration Protocol on Fighting Against Cyberbulling 

Collaboration with

Ümraniye Type-T Closed Penitentiary Institution              

https://sdg.medeniyet.edu.tr/en/collaboration-protocol-signed-for-our-lecturers-project-on-combating-cyberbullying-supported-by-tubitak/
https://www.medeniyet.edu.tr/tr/haberler/universitemiz-ile-umraniye-t-tipi-kapali-ceza-infaz-kurumu-arasinda-isbirligi-protokolu-imzalandi
https://www.medeniyet.edu.tr/tr/haberler/universitemiz-ile-umraniye-t-tipi-kapali-ceza-infaz-kurumu-arasinda-isbirligi-protokolu-imzalandi
https://www.medeniyet.edu.tr/tr/haberler/universitemiz-ile-umraniye-t-tipi-kapali-ceza-infaz-kurumu-arasinda-isbirligi-protokolu-imzalandi
https://www.medeniyet.edu.tr/tr/haberler/universitemiz-ile-umraniye-t-tipi-kapali-ceza-infaz-kurumu-arasinda-isbirligi-protokolu-imzalandi
https://www.medeniyet.edu.tr/tr/haberler/universitemiz-ile-umraniye-t-tipi-kapali-ceza-infaz-kurumu-arasinda-isbirligi-protokolu-imzalandi
https://www.medeniyet.edu.tr/tr/haberler/universitemiz-ile-umraniye-t-tipi-kapali-ceza-infaz-kurumu-arasinda-isbirligi-protokolu-imzalandi
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The International Law and Human Rights Law
Panel was held on May 23, 2021 by the Ideal
Medeniyet Law Student Club. The event, which
brought distinguished scholars together with
students, consisted of six sessions including
topics such as immigration, immigrant rights,
socio-economic equality, discriminatory policies,
state intervention on human rights, and female
prisoners rights. Assoc.Prof.Dr. Murat TÜMAY
explained the evolution of main human rights
documents and the emergence of human rights
in international law. Prof.Dr. Bekir Berat ÖZİPEK
mentioned that refugees have the right to benefit
from basic human rights protection without being
subject to discrimination, as required by universal
law, until they receive state protection. Prof.Dr.
Nuray EKŞİ criticized the unlawful policies of
European States against asylum seekers who
want to reach Europe via the Aegean Sea. Prof.Dr.
Nezir AKYEŞİLMEN touched on the rights to
freedom   of  expression  and  privacy,  which  has
            become a hot topic through the processing
                 of    personal   data    and   social   media
                     interactions.

                         On  March 14, 2021, “1st Faculty of
                         Law     Students    Conference    on
                         Child   Law   and   Education  Law”
                        was   held   with  the  cooperation  of
                      Istanbul Medeniyet University Faculty
                  of Law and Ideal Medeniyet Law Club,  a
              student club   of   our   university.   At   the
     conference, various topics such as mandatory
vaccinations for children, children in the street
environment, a child’s right to participate in the
family and school environment, sexual health
education in children, child abuse, social
protection policies about children were discussed
by the students.

Learning processes are key in achieving SDGs.
Thus, universities play a critical role both by
training professionals who will prioritize SDGs in
their future practices and by increasing local,
national, and global capacity to successfully
achieve SDGs. As Istanbul Medeniyet University,
we are fully aware of our critical role and thus aim
to empower and motivate for SDGs not only our
students through course contents, co-curricular
activities, and student club activities, but also the
community at large at a much wider scale.
Therefore, we organize university-wide life-long
learning activities, online courses, certificate
programs, seminars, workshops, congresses,
symposia, and panels that are open to all
segments of society for participation. In 2021, we
held a wide range of learning activities to
promote peaceful and inclusive societies for
sustainable development, provide access to
justice for all and build effective, accountable and
inclusive institutions at all levels. 

Ideal    Medeniyet    Law   Club     hosted
Palestinian activist  Atty.Dr.  Abdullatif
KHADER and  Atty. Mehmet Akif CAN
at   the   online   panel   titled   “The
Crimes  Committed  in  Jerusalem
and   Human   Rights   Issues''   on
May 15,  2021.  KHADER  started  his
speech by touching upon the general
discriminatory   policies   implemented
in   the   Palestinian   territories   and   the
problems created by the  political instability  in
the region. He stated that in an environment of
armed conflict arising from the desire to
dominate Jerusalem, human rights violations like
the arbitrary arrests and other crimes occur
frequently. CAN agreed with Khader and
expressed his opinion that despite the current
state of affairs, the transparency and
independence of the judiciary required for the
punishment of the criminals and the
establishment of justice could not be achieved
and there is no legal security yet. 
 

Seminar on the Crimes Committed in Jerusalem

and Human Rights Issues                                                   

1st Faculty of Law Students Conference on

                                        Child Law and Education Law6

https://sdg.medeniyet.edu.tr/en/the-international-law-and-human-rights-law-panel-held/
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The second meeting of the "Turkey & Ukraine
Law Seminars'', organized within the framework
of the 5-year Memorandum of Understanding
agreement signed between our university and
Ukraine Yaroslav Mudryi National Law University,
was held online on November 26, 2021. The
meeting started with the presentation of
Res.Asst.Dr. Feyzan OLGUNSOY of our
Constitutional Law Department titled
“Challenges of Envoking Environmental Rights
before Turkish Constitutional Court'' on the
suability of environmental rights within the
framework of human rights before the
Constitutional Court. She was followed by
Lect.Rinata KAZAK, Yaroslav Mudryi National Law
University Legal History Department member,
who delivered her presentation on sustainable
development goals, climate change and
environmental protection in Ukraine, titled
“Concept    of   Sustainable  Development   and
    Environmental.  Protection:   Case   Study   of
            Ukraine”.

                     Law  Workshop  Student  Club  of  IMU
                       Law    Faculty     organized     a   panel
                         titled “Unchanging Human  Rights
                         in  a  Changing World”  on  Decem-
                         ber 9, 2021. As a  participant  to  the
                        conference, Assoc.Prof.Dr.  Sabahat-
                      tin    NAL    discussed    the   historical
                   development of human  rights.  Stating
              that human rights have  developed  within
     different institutions in different geographies,
NAL emphasized that cultural differences also
play an important role. On the other hand, he
criticized the ineffectiveness of this consensus,
pointing out that in many geographies today
there are people who do not have access to
fundamental rights and freedoms and who are
persecuted

The 14th seminar of the “Istanbul Urban
Studies” seminar series organized by the
Department of Urban and Regional Planning was
held online on July 12, 2021. At the seminar,
Res.Asst. Araf Öykü TÜRKEN presented her
research titled “Mekansal Kararlara Yönelik E-
Katılımcı Yaklaşımların İncelenmesi: İstanbul
Örneği” (Analyzing E-Participatory Approaches
About Spatial Decisions: The Case of Istanbul).
Aiming to offer suggestions to improve e-
participation methods in Istanbul by viewing local
and global digital participation platforms, TÜRKEN
discussed the benefits of digital participation in
urban design, current situation of Istanbul and
approaches supporting e-participation processes.
Referring to the importance of using project-
based, socio-technical and democratic criteria to
evaluate e-participation, criteria mentioned that
digital forms of participation have both
advantages and disadvantages. 

The 22nd seminar of the   “Istanbul
Urban   Studies”      seminar     series
organized     by    the    Department   of
Urban  and  Regional  Planning  was   held
online on  October 27,  2021.   At  the  seminar,
Özge Müberra AKYÜZ (Msc.)  presented her study
titled “Koruma Amaçlı İmar Planı Yapımında
Yeni Bir Yöntem: Adalar’da Katılımcı
Planlama” (A New Method to Make Conservation
Development Plan: Participatory Planning in
Adalar). AKYÜZ provided information about the
context and mentioned that citizens, planning
experts, and policy makers should be considered
carefully to apply participatory planning
principles. She claimed that participatory
planning concept is superior in terms of caring for
different perspectives, common needs, and
healthier solutions. Participatory methods were
also said to be better at providing public trust,
transparency in governance, sense of belonging
for citizens and enabling application of plans by
public contribution.

"Unchanging Human Rights in a Changing World"Panel 
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Our Urban and Regional Planning Department
member Left. Ayşegül CaN, PhD. and colleagues
published a book chapter named "Resilience
Informed Urban Planning and Development in
The Global South: A Critical Commentary" in a
book (Special Issue: Planning Practices and
Theories from the Global South) published by
AESOP. Like sustainability, resilience has become
a buzzword that has been used by a variety of
experts, institutions, policymakers, governments
and academicians. In this book chapter, the
authors provide a critical insight to the recent
developments in the Global South in terms of
resilince planning and development. The
researchers noted that the unprecedented level
of urban growth in the global south has become
one of the biggest challenges in urban
management, and the strong top- down
hierarchical order here has led to a lack of
transparent governance that fosters the
regeneration   of  facilities  for  sustainable  urban
            growth and development.

                    The    dissertation     of     Lect.  Zeynep
                       ARDIÇ, PhD. from   the   Law   Faculty
                         has been published as a book  titled
                         “Transitional Justice  Mechanisms
                         in East  Timor,  Peru  and  Turkey:
                        Addressing  Economic,  Social  and
                      Cultural Rights  Violations”.   In  her
                   study, ARDIÇ examines the  concept  of
              transitional justice and judicial systems by
     comparing the cases of Turkey, Peru, and East
Timor. She argues that although the
implementation of the concept is relative, it is an
indispensable paradigm in terms of human rights
commonly applied around the world and has
great importance in peacekeeping, in confronting
the widespread and systematic human rights
violations committed in the past after
democratization and armed conflicts, and in
providing social reconciliation. In terms of
economic, social, and cultural rights violations
committed by the political decision-making
mechanisms that played a role in the transitional
justice processes in East Timor and Peru, ARDIÇ
analyzes what lessons can be drawn from the
experiences of these countries. 

The academic staff members of our university
carry out research on reducing violence
everywhere; protecting children from abuse,
exploitation, trafficking, and violence; promoting
the rule of law and ensuring equal access to
justice for all; combating organized crime and
illicit financial and arms flows; substantially
reducing corruption and bribery; developing
effective, accountable and transparent
institutions; creating responsive, inclusive,
participatory and representative decision-making
mechanisms; strengthening participation in global
governance; providing legal identity for all;
ensuring public access to information and
protecting fundamental freedoms; strengthening
national institutions to prevent violence and
combat terrorism and crime; and promotion and
enforcement of non-discriminatory laws and
policies, publish the results of their research and
share them with other researchers, decision-
makers,    stakeholders,    and   the   public  as  a
foundation   for   policies  toward  achieving
SDGs. 

The   project    titled     “The Political
Rights    and   Behaviors   of   Non-
Muslim    Minorities    in     Turkey
under Rising Political Polarity” on
non-Muslim   minorities   in    Turkey,
carried out by Burcu   TAŞKIN,PhD. of
our   Department   of   Political  Science
and Public Administration and Utku ÖZER
from Panteion University,  is entitled to  receive
a research grant from the Research Center for
Humanities. In the project, Taşkın focused on how
new ways could be developed to protect and
exercise the rights of non-Muslim minorities in
Turkey. In the study, minority communities’
perceptions of political polarization, which targets
them twice and limits political inclusion that
allows them to express their rights and demands,
were also discussed by the authors in the context
of political democratization.
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The human rights report titled “Armenian
Operations in Karabakh: Human Rights
Violations and Monitoring of Violations”
drafted by the Human Rights and Equality
Institution of Türkiye (HREIT) Karabakh
Observation Group, of which Constitutional Law
department head Assoc.Prof.Dr. Murat TÜMAY is
a member, has been published. The Report
focuses on the violations originating from
Armenia and their consequences, which were
heavily reflected on the public agenda during the
occupation and conflicts. It discusses the
violations that occurred during the Second
Karabakh War both within the framework of the
international legislation on armed conflicts and
the rights and fundamental freedoms protected
under the European Convention on Human
Rights. The report concludes that the acts
committed by Armenia in the region are at the
level of war crimes and crimes against humanity.

            Res.Asst.  Abdulkadir  KESKİN  from  Faculty
                  of  Political   Sciences,   co-authored   an
                     article   titled    “Barriers   to   Formal
                       Help- Seeking         Behavior         by
                         Battered       Turkish           Women
                         According   to   Sociodemographic
                         Factors” in  “Sustainability”  Journal.
                        KESKİN      obtained       data       from
                      domestic    violence   against   women
                   surveys    conducted    by   the   Turkish
               Statistical Institute in 2008 and 2014.  The
      dependent variable was whether women
exposed to violence received help from official
institutions. He stated that the official help-
seeking behavior of women who were exposed to
violence in 2014 increased significantly compared
to 2008, but this development is not sufficient.
Finally, it was emphasized that reducing domestic
or intimate partner violence is vital for gender
equality. It was underlined that women who are
not under pressure would be more likely to add
value to productive areas in developing countries,
and this will also increase women’s overall
happiness, which is associated with overall
economic productivity. It was stated that all kinds
of inequality between genders should be resolved
in the long term in order to ensure sustainable
development.

A book chapter titled “İslam ve Demokrasi”
(Islam and Democracy) authored by
Assoc.Prof.Dr. Murat TÜMAY from the Law Faculty
of our university was published in the book
“Dijital Çağda İslam Dünyası Politika, Güvenlik,
Hukuk, Ekonomi; İslam ve Demokrasi”. In his
study, TÜMAY explains that the claim that Islamic
values are incompatible with and contradictory to
democratic institutions and human rights values
stems from a lack of sufficient knowledge and
awareness about the original Islamic sources and
continues with a general and basic examination
of the original sources to refute these claims. He
concludes that the religion of Islam is in harmony
with human rights and democratic values and
underlined that western liberal democracies and
the Islamic world should cooperate in order to
understand each other.

Lect. Sevcan ERCAN GRAHAM, , PhD. from the
Department  of  Architecture  published  a  book
 chapter titled “The Politics of Normalcy:
 Examining the festival on the  island
of Imbros/ Gökçeada” in  the  edited
volume Architectures of  Emergency:
Heritage,        Displacement        and
Catastrophe on November 26,2021.
In  the  book  chapter,    the   author
examines     a     prominent     ethno-
religious  festival   on   the   island   of
Imbros/ Gökçeada,  using  the  theories
on   normalcy   within   the  framework  of
spatial research. The researcher presented how
 intangible cultural heritage can integrate with
city, space, and society in more sustainable ways.
ERCAN GRAHAM had the opportunity to closely
observe the community habits and relations of
the local people and the ethnic groups who
migrated and returned to the island, through one-
on-one interviews, revealing the intertwining of
space and human elements.

Dr. Özlem YÜCEL of IMU International Law
Department took part as a speaker in the
program titled “Water in terms of National and
International Law” and talked about water use
in national and international law. At the seminar,
YÜCEL said that making clean water accessible to
everyone and using it in an ideal way will be for
the benefit of all humanity. In this respect, he
emphasized that it should be re-evaluated not as
a potential cause of conflict and war, but as an
issue where cooperation and peace can be
established between countries.
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She criticized the fact that the operation of the
Frontex system does not comply with
fundamental rights and freedoms such as the
principle of non-refoulement, the right to life,
personal freedom and security.

Asst.Prof.Dr. Derya TEKIN from IMU Faculty of
Law, presented her paper titled "Feminist
Criminology" in the "Women’s Day Conference"
series organized online in coordination of
different student clubs on March 6, 2021. TEKIN
began by stating that feminism is an ideology that
seeks to create a socially just society. She stated
that the main point emphasized by feminist
writers in ensuring justice in the criminal justice
system is the need to consider race and class, as
well as gender, because feminist criminology’s
main purpose is to criticize one-sided views on
female criminality that constitute gender
discrimination in violation of the principle of
equality. Finally, TEKIN emphasized  the  necessity
            of making  legal reforms  for  the  purposes
                  of    protecting    women’s    rights    and
                     ending    gender-based   violence   and
                       suggested   that  the  criminal  justice
                        system be reviewed in this direction.

                         Res.Asst.   H. Aysun   ÖZKAN  YAZAR
                        from the Department of  Urban  and
                      Regional    Planning    presented    her
                   study titled  "Governance Relations in
              Gated Communities: Istanbul Example"
      in the Istanbul Housing Summit as a guest
speaker on December 3, 2021. She evaluated
good governance practices in gated communities
in Istanbul. She remarked that gated communities
do not solely have the housing function anymore
and they are a shining example of good
governance. Rather, they constitute a new form of
governance and organization structure integrated
in the current urban dynamics including different
actors (either private or public sector),
management tools, processes, and self-
management skills. On the other hand, she said
that although gated communities are a physical
and spatial part of the city, they are not fully
integrated in planning policies and urban
management in Istanbul, and they have created
institutional conflicts since their numbers have
increased drastically over the last three decades. 

An article titled “Digital Political Parties as a
New Type of Political Party” co-authored by
Asst.Prof.Dr. Sezen KAMA IŞIK, from the Law
Faculty at our university, was published in the
Istanbul University Faculty of Law Journal. The
study focuses on the transformation of political
parties due to technology and the internet and
discusses the distinctive features of the new
‘electronic political party’ concept, its definition,
and examples from the world together with
relevant legislation. The study concluded that
these parties are a positive factor in people’s
political participation and reduce socio-economic
inequalities in the context of political rights and
contribute to democratization of the decision-
making processes. The authors also provided
examples to point out that electronic political
parties are more politically inclusive.

The article “Challenges of Invoking
Environmental   Rights   Before   The  Turkish
Constitutional    Court:     Mehmet    Kurt
Case” on  environmental  rights  written
by   Asst.Prof.Dr.  Feyzan  OLGUNSOY,
from  the  Faculty  of  Law  has  been
published in the Journal of  Istanbul
Medeniyet University Faculty of Law.
The    study    results   revealed   the
problematic.  aspects   of   individual
application to protect  environmental
rights in Turkey, highlighting the  state’s
positive    obligations    in   environmental
issues.  Based on   the  positive  obligations  of
public authorities, the results also demonstrated
that procedural rights such as right to access to
court, right to an effective remedy and right to
access information in environmental matters are
used effectively to weigh competing interests; yet,
all the assurances result from anthropocentric
approach that places human being at the center.

Assoc.Prof.Dr. Tülay YILDIRIM MAT delivered a
speech in the Migration and National Security
Conference held on December 10, 2020. In her
presentation titled “Frontex: A Threat to
Fundamental Human Rights at the Borders?”
YILDIRIM MAT provided information about the
massive influx of Syrian asylum seekers and the
recent situation in the Aegean Sea regarding the
human rights violations of the Frontex Authority,
which was established to protect the EU borders. 
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Lect.Dr. Zeynep ARDIÇ from the Law Faculty
presented her paper titled “An Outlook on Social
Media from a Human Rights Perspective:
Restrictions on Freedom of Expression” at the
Information and Technology Law Symposium on
December 3-4-5, 2021. ARDIÇ started her
presentation by saying that she aimed to analyze
the human rights violations related to use of
social media by examining the literature and the
European Court of Human Rights (ECHR)
jurisprudence with a critical and analytical
approach. In this context, she first argued that the
use of the internet has become a critical tool for
producing information, disseminating news,
mobilizing people and creating political content,
and accordingly, it has a critical importance in
terms of freedom of expression and freedom of
information. However, she concluded that social
media platforms not only promote freedom of
expression by providing individuals and other
actors with an important space to express their
opinions,    but   also   serve   as  a   tool   to
pressure    people   by   censoring   their
content.
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